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Title and Abstract

Title Supporting the professional competence development of adult learning teachers: A transnational study of
India, Latvia and Lithuania

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to present the results of the study focused on the core competencies of adult
learning teachers.

Design/methodology/approach

The transnational study was conducted in India, Lithuania and Latvia in 2011-2014. The research question was
specified as follows: Are there any differences/similarities in adult learning teachers’ perceptions and
expectations on different evaluation aspects between Latvia, Lithuania and India? The transnational study was
initiated within the international research network "Professionalisation of adult teachers and educators in ASEM
countries” of the Asia-Europe Meeting Education and Research Hub for Lifelong Learning (ASEM LLL Hub). The
idea for the joint research was triggered by discussions during the ASEM LLL Hub research network meeting in
2011 in Manila, the Philippines. The initiative group of volunteers from India, Latvia, and Lithuania chose to
adapt and apply the QF2TEACH research tool (the first wave questionnaire) elaborated within the project
"Qualified to Teach” — QF2TEACH for the identification of core competencies of adult learning teachers in their

countries. The research team was comprised of network members and acting as ambassadors of the initiative

because the study was not specifically funded. It took several years for the adaptation of tool and h
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Title Supporting the professional competence development of adult learning teachers: A transnational study of

India, Latvia and Lithuania

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to present the results of the study focused on the core competencies of adult
learning teachers.

Design/methadology/approach

The transnational study was conducted in India, Lithuania and Latvia in 2011-2014. The research question was
specified as follows: Are there any differences/similarities in adult learning teachers’ perceptions and
expectations on different evaluation aspects between Latvia, Lithuania and India? The transnational study was
initiated within the international research network "Professionalisation of adult teachers and educators in ASEM
countries” of the Asia-Europe Meeting Education and Research Hub for Lifelong Learning (ASEM LLL Hub). The
idea for the joint research was triggered by discussions during the ASEM LLL Hub research network meeting in
2011 in Manila, the Philippines. The initiative group of volunteers from India, Latvia, and Lithuania chose to
adapt and apply the QF2TEACH research tool (the first wave questionnaire) elaborated within the project
"Qualified to Teach” — QF2TEACH for the identification of core competencies of adult learning teachers in their
countries. The research team was comprised of network members and acting as ambassadors of the initiative
because the study was not specifically funded. It took several years for the adaptation of tool and
implementation of the procedure of collecting, processing and analysing data. The collected data from each
country were merged in joint SPSS5 data matrix, than processed and analysed by using the methods like the
Crosstabs, Means Report and Kruskal-wallis H Test.

Findings

A brief overview of conceptual and legislative framework of the study in India, Latvia and Lithuania is provided
together with an analysis of main empirical findings on occupational profile of adult learning teachers with
special emphasis on their individual perceptions and expectations concerning the aspects such as required
qualifications of adult learning teachers, source of increasing the competencies of adult learning teachers, and
anticipated development of adult learning facilitation by 2015. In Lithuania, the support to notions and
statements was more evident. The Lithuanian adult learning teachers have rated higher (more agreed) on all
the items within all the aspects mentioned above when compared with Latvian and Indian adult learning
teachers. Indian respondents when compared with Latvian adult learning teachers, in general were more
positively minded concerning anticipated development of adult learning facilitation by 2015. The majority of
the respondents from all three countries agreed that (1) the adult learning teachers should hold any higher
education qualification or a higher education gualification in pedagogy; (2) the most efficient sources of
increasing the competencies of adult learning teachers are: self-study, self-directed reflection, learning-by-
doing, exchanging experiences among colleagues, internships and peer observation, attending further
education courses, conferences, workshops; (3) adult learning facilitation will be much better developed in
2015 than in 2011 concerning the attractiveness of working as an adult learning teacher as well as disagreed
that the adult learning teachers should hold a non-higher education gualification in adult and continuing
education.

Originality/value

The theoretical and empirical analysis made provides several insights useful for the development of systems
to support the professional competence development of adult learning teachers in all three countries invaolved
in the study, and, possibly, in other countries, considering the diversity of adult learning teachers” mission.
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The theoretical and empirical analysis made provides several insights useful for the development of systems -

to support the professional competence development of adult learning teachers in all three countries involved
in the study, and, possibly, in other countries, considering the diversity of adult learning teachers’ mission.
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